Anth 341 Emergence of Civilizations
“Pilot for the Series”

Political Organization Theme Exercise

Due April 7, 2011

You are a Hollywood TV scriptwriter, and you are pitching a new series.  It’s kind of a “West Wing”-meets-“Law-and-Order”-meets-“Brothers-and-Sisters”meets “24” (or at least, “2-3 years”) drama series sort of thing. (So, destined for TNT, or  maybe KICU reruns after the first season, obviously. But never mind that, for now!)  The whole series is based on a succession crisis moment in either the Aztec or Incan civilization, at least one generation BEFORE European contact.  You need to come up with a) a list of characters and their roles, b) a description of the preceding history of area and its politics, and how this sets up the situation of your series pilot episode, and c) what the basic plot of your pilot episode is going to be.  In your series proposal, you need to address the following questions:
1)  How was the state system in your empire organized?  What are the component parts of the government?  

2)  How did the ruler achieve, and hold, power?  How did the political authority connect to the economy?  How tightly did the ruler control directly, as opposed to trying to control competing, lower level (and constantly competing) elites?
3)  What role did religious beliefs and rituals play in the functioning of political power in your state?  How did beliefs drive the political ambitions of the rulers?  How much did those beliefs play a role in the power they held over their subjects?
4)  What elements pushed the political leaders in your society to expand their territory?  How did they achieve that expansion?

5) What elements threatened the political leaders in your society?  What contributed to instability in your society?  

Write a 2-3 page paper that is a pitch to sell your new series to a producer.  Here’s the challenge:  NOTHING except the names of your characters can be fiction.  Everything else has to be based on the information and data presented in your textbook chapters.

